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Chairman Taylor, Mr. Bartlett, and distinguished members of the subcommittee, good afternoon.  
Lieutenant General Castellaw, Brigadier General BROGAN, and I are GRATEFUL for the opportunity to appear before you today to talk about Marine Corps procurement and research and development. ..we welcome this opportunity to share our story with congress.

The Marines of your Marine Corps are as good as any generation of Marine Before them…they are ready for anything they are asked to do.  because of the dedication and hard work of tens of thousands of young marines, soldiers and sailors,  the marine corps  has seen some successes recently in the al anbar province of western iraq.  your combat-hardened marines greatly appreciate the unwavering support of Congress over the past 4+ yrs...  it has paid off!  Thank you!
=====================================================================
- OUR requests before you reflect and support the way we fight.  
- …by design, light and expeditionary in Nature             …WE MUST PROTECT THAT  
- MANEUVER WARFARE IS OUR Warfighting philosophy …emphasizes speed and tempo to apply the maximum amount of firepower against an enemy 
- we avoid enemy strengths while ruthlessly exploiting his weaknesses….emphasize surprise and use deception as a weapon.

- everything we do must reflect our expeditionary nature… doctrine…equipment…manning…all scrutinized through an EXPEDITIONARY filter. 
- WE HAVE TO BE ABLE to get to the fight rapidly with a light, hard-hitting force.  
=====================================================================
- WE’VE Recently  seen access to remote parts of the world limited…at times EVEN SOME OF OUR MOST STALWART ALLIES simply cannot allow a large U.S. presence…EVEN WHEN WE ARE THERE TO HELP…ANTI-ACCESS SEEMS TO BE THE MOST LIKELY WORLD WE WILL BE OPERATING IN.
- FORTUNATELY THE United States possesses an asymmetric advantage in that endeavor:  seapower and Seabasing--our airfield and port afloat.  
· Maritime Preposition Force (future) (or MPF(F))…IS A KEY ENABLER IN seabasing, IT… allows Combatant Commanders to flow joint, coalition or a combination of both forces into a theateR with a minimal logistical footprint ashore. 

- thank you and ask for your continued support to help us achieve this vital naval capability.
- As this subcommittee knows, The marine Corps has an osd-mandated mission of amphibious forcible entry…THIS IS in concert with our congressional title 10 resps 
- THE assault echelon portion of our forcible entry requirement is separate and distinct from MPF(F).  OUR REQD 2 marine expeditionary brigade assault ECHELON…combined with A REINFORCING BRIGADE provided through the mPF(F), will allow the nation to land a full marine expeditionary force ashore.  
- the CNO AND THE CMC have have accepted A DEGREE OF risk and agreed to a need for 30 operationally AVAILABLE amphibious ships TO LAND THE 2 mebS WORTH OF ASSAULT ECHELON FORCES 
- Due to maintenance cycles, this means there must be a minimum of 33 amphibious ships in the inventory.  
· 11 must be “big deck” aviation capable 
· 11 must be LPD-17’s
· 11 must be lsd 41/49s

AS YOU KNOW…the lpd-17 production line is sked to be shut down in fy09 after completion of only 9 OF THE REQD 11 san antonio class lpdS… MR chairman and members of this subcommittee… THE COMMANDANT’S # 1 UNFUNDED PRIORITY THIS YEAR IS FUNDING FOR THE 10TH LPD…OUR NATION NEEDS THIS SHIP…AND WE NEED YOUR HELP IN PROCURING IT!  
                                      MRAP
- A year ago the Marine Corps had A SMALL # OF Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles in Iraq.  Because of the great efforts of the Department of Defense and the congress, especially this subcommittee, I am happy to report that that number TODAY is now over 900.
- There are some who have said the INITIAL decision- making process for FIELDING mraps was FLAWED…THIS SIMPLY IS UNTRUE!  
- THE 2005 decision to have an all UP-ARMORED fleet of hmmwv’s was derived from enemy threats, tactics, and trends.  based on the information we had at the time, the up-armored hmmwv was the best answer to protect those marines in harms way.   

- At no time were budgetary or PROGRAMMATIC impacts a factor in the decision making process. 

- Your support of mrap and all our other major procurement programs has been tremendous and we thank you again.
PLEASE ACCEPT OUR WRITTEN STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO ANSWERING YOUR QUESTIONS AND ADDRESSING YOUR CONCERNS AND INTERESTS.
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