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Shipbuilding Supporters in Congress
Call for Budget Boost, More Ships
T he Pentagon's budget request for next year contin-

ues an upward trend in military procurement and
other defense spending, but many on Capitol Hill have
criticized it for what it lacks - notably, any significant
up-tick in shipbuilding accounts.

For shipbuilding supporters in Congress, the fiscal
2009 budget proposal, which requests funding for con-
struction of only seven new ships for the Navy, fell with
a thud and immediately prompted backers to mount
efforts once again to boost those accounts.

Indeed, the Navy's 2009 proposal for shipbuilding is
$12.7 billion - down $SOOmillion from what Congress
approved for fiscal 200S. The request includes money for
one Virginia-class submarine, a DDG-1000 Zumwalt-
class destroyer, two Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs), the
Joint High Speed Vessel and two Lewis and Clark-class
T-AKEdry cargo/ammunition ships.

The House Appropriations defense subcommittee
chairman, Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa., already has signaled
he wants to buy 10 ships next year. He could potentially
insert funding into his version of the defense spending
bill for additional T-AKEs and an LPD-17 San Antonio-

class amphibious ship, both of which topped the Navy's
unfunded requirements list last year.

Across the aisle, House Armed Services Committee
ranking member Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., has
been sounding the alarm about China's military buildup
and has set down his own marker - a goal to add $20
billion each to the Navy and Air Force accounts.

"The Navy and the Air Force
investment accounts are somewhat

underfunded, it appears to me ...
impacting both their readiness and
modernization programs," Hunter
told Defense Secretary Robert M.
Gates during a committee hearing
last month. "We can't afford to sep-
arate investments in the Air Force

and Navy from the current conver-
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House Armed Services Committee ranking member Rep.
Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., would like to add $20 billion each
to the Navy and Air Force accounts. Hunter, a one-time
Republican presidential candidate, is shown here during a
debate in Orlando, Fla., Oct. 21.

sation about the state of the mili-

tary's readiness."
Others, including freshman Rep.

Joe Courtney, D-Conn., have won-
dered aloud whether the Navy,given
its budget request and projections for
the next several years, will ever meet
its goal of a modem 313-ship fleet.

"Since people in my district fol-
low the shipbuilding budget like a

box score back home, there are cer-
tainly already questions being
raised about the figures that are in
the budget and the purported mar-
itime strategy of this country to get
to a 313-ship fleet," said Courtney,
whose district includes General

Dynamics' Electric Boat in Groton.
"It just does not add up in terms of
getting to that number."

SEA POWER I MARCH 2008

--



Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has coun-
tered congressional discontent by
arguing that the Navy still is very
much committed to its 3D-ship.
fleet.

Adm. Gary Roughead, chief of
naval operations, said the plan is
executable, although the Navy must
work to control costs on shipbuild-
ing programs.

"There's no question that the
shipbuilding program is very expen-
sive, that ships today are very ex-
pensive," he said. "We have to inject
in our process the discipline, the
control, the requirements that we
place into the ships."

But even among the higher ech-
elons in the Pentagon there
appears to be skepticism over
whether the Navy's goals are
affordable, given the department's
current budget projections.

"They do have a way forward to
the 313 ships," Deputy Defense
Secretary Gordon England told the
Senate Budget Committee Feb. 12.
"The way forward, however, in the
out-years, does require more
money than we presently have pro-
grammed. "

This year's shipbuilding budget
request reflects problems with the
LCS program, which has seen
severe cost overruns and schedule

delays. Indeed, the Navy was
expected to buy six LCSs next year,
but only requested money for two
as the service tries to correct prob-
lems with contractors General
Dynamics and Northrop Grumman.
[See story on page 56.]

"I really think that the Navy has a
good handle on [LCS] and that the
commitment is very much still there
to get to 313 and the capabilities that
represent that, and LCS is a really
vital part of that," Mullen said during
congressional testimony Feb. 6.

Rear Adm. Stanley. Bozin, the
Navy's budget director, acknow-
ledged concerns about the 30-year
shipbuilding plan, but expressed
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"Marines fight the nation's wars, and we're going to ask our
people to endure it for a while. ... In the meantime, we're
going to ask people to stay with us, suck it up and do what
has to be d9ne to retain the gains that we've seen in
Afghanistan. If the Taliban want to get frisky in the spring,
we'll put a whooping on them."

Gen.James T Conway
Marine Corps commandant
On the Defense Department decision to send 3,200 Marines to Afghanistan in
April to bolster NATO-led forces.
New Orleans Times-Picayune

"The Coast Guard has never been more decrepit."

Rear Adm. Gary T Blore
Assistant Coast Guard commandant for acquisition

On the pressing need to get Coast Guard acquisition programs back on track.
National Defense

"Simply stated, we are decommissioning Navy ships faster
than we are building them. It is imperative that we reverse
this steady slide in shipbuilding."

Sen. James H. WebbJr., D-Va.

Addressingfleet size concerns during his remarks to the Surface Navy
Associations 20th National Symposium.

confidence that the Navy ultimate-
ly will get its 3D-ship fleet.

"We believe that we can get
there," Bozin told reporters Feb. 4,
the day the Pentagon released its
budget request. "There are con-
cerns, obviously; we've got to get
up to the $15 or so billion in the
shipbuilding account. We're not
quite there yet, but we have to
build the right ship for the right
mission as we go forward."

If shipbuilding supporters want
to succeed, they undoubtedly will
have to wage their battle for more
funds in the Senate, where support
for augmenting the Navy's procure-
ment accounts has been compara-
tively scarce and frustration with
cost and schedule problems on
ship programs has' run high.

Last year, House appropriators
lost their efforts to buy three addi-
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tional T-AKEs and an LPD-17.
Instead, they settled for $350 million,
combined, in advanced procurement
money for the two programs. During
conference negotiations with the
upper chamber, the House did suc-
ceed in protecting money for LCS
and adding $588 million in advanced
procurement money for a second
Virginia-classsubmarine.

Significant boosts to shipbuild-
ing for fiscal 2009, however, could
be a tough sell in the Senate, where
other competing priorities -
including rising personnel costs
and other high-priced weapons
systems - could take precedence.

As with shipbuilding supporters,
there already is movement on Capitol
Hill to add more C17 Globemaster

III cargo planes and F-22 Raptor
fighter jets to prevent impending pro-
duction line shutdowns on the two
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