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A salute to the past, present and future

Ceremonial Platoon staff noncomissioned officer in charge Staff Sgt.
Evan Rogers explains how to perform the flag raising to Young
Marines Matthew Assouad, 11, (left) and Zach Brackett, 11, before the
Memorial Day service at the Quantico National Cemetery May 25.
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Veterans and visitors watched as the Quantico color guard, Lance Cpl. Donovan Crank, Sgt. Christopher Debose, Sgt. Felix Pena and Lance Cpl. Timothy Pitsch,
march on with the colors during the Memorial Day service at the Quantico National Cemetery on May 25.
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Sgt. Scott Hutchings plays taps during the Memorial Day service at the Quantico
National Cemetery.
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Marines from Quantico help Staff Sgt. Jose Pequerio, who lost the bottom two lobes of the left side of his brain 
during an explosion while deployed in Iraq, maneuver though a crowd as they made their way to a reception in
the U.S. Capitol, May 24 after the Memorial Day concert.
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Sgt. Christopher Afetian, motor vehicle operator at
Marine Corps Quantico, expresses his appreciation
for Staff Sgt. Jose Pequerio’s sacrifice to the hero’s
mother Nellie Bagley, May 24 at the Memorial Day
concert.
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In honor of women
veterans a ceremony

was held at the
Women In Military

Service For America
Memorial, May 25. Fol-
lowing the ceremony,

rose petals were
sprinkled into the 
reflecting pool to

honor those who have
sacrificed their lives.

Quantico Marines participated in several
Memorial Day events that recognized not only the
lives of service members but the obstacles family
members undergo. 

Donning dress blues Quantico Marines escort-
ed wounded warriors during the 2009 National
Memorial Day concert held on the west lawn of
the U.S. Capitol May 24. This year the concert fea-
tured a tribute to the families of disabled veterans.

“On this day we celebrate courage. This is a 
celebration of hope, for we know we will see them
again,” said Brig. Gen. Timothy C. Hanifen, the
deputy commanding general of Marine Corps
Combat Development Command, during the
Memorial Day service held at the Quantico 
National Cemetery on May 25. “The courage of
parents, spouses, children – family – that should
be recognized, too.”

Service members and their families were 
honored during the 2009 National Memorial Day 

Parade through Washington, D.C., that 
featured 17 Quantico Marines and 14 from 
Henderson Hall. 

The Marines marched through the nation’s
Capitol among large floats and volunteer 
organizations. 

Honor was also paid during the Women in the
Military Service for America Memorial. 

In honor of women veterans, rose petals were
sprinkled into the reflecting pool May 25 to honor
those who sacrificed their lives.

“I take this day to honor those fallen heroes –
men and women – of all the armed services. For
every brother and sister we lose in combat is 
another flag we dedicate to honor their bravery
and sacrifice,” said Sgt. Judith Carver, who gave a
tribute at the event. 

“As a sign of respect to the women who have
served, these rose petals are for you.”
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Struggling to stand from his wheelchair Walter Johnson, a World
War II sailor, renders a hand salute as colors pass by during a
Memorial Day service at the Quantico National Cemetery.
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Rose petals and wreaths were just the
beginning of the celebrations held to
honor the lives of those who paid the

ultimate sacrifice to this country. 
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